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Pipers and Pots and Pans!
by Amanda Holden

It started in early April, with a few neighbours near 
William/George, Thomas/King and Navy/William Streets 
all banging pots and pans in appreciation of the many 
frontline workers supporting the COVID-19 response. 
In a short time, the group grew and at 7pm every night, 
in old Oakville, you could hear people clapping and 
banging their pans. Our neighborhood joined many in 
Canada, and across the world, who recognized 7pm as 
the shift change time for hospitals, and chose this time 
to show their thanks and appreciation. 

“While our neighbors and friends were taking 
time to thank the COVID-19 essential workers, 
the gift that came back to all of us, which was 
an unexpected outcome, was a realization that 
it enabled neighbours to come together for 10 
minutes every night. To not just bang our pots, 
but to smile and to check in with one another. 
It quickly became something that we all looked 
forward to; a chance to get out and be neighbours 
during the lockdown.”

It didn’t take long for the group to grow, include more 
neighbours and frequent special musical additions from 
St. Jude’s and St. Andrew’s Churches.

“I will never forget the evening carillons that 
would begin with the observance of the national 

anthem followed by our ‘community chime.’ 
It was particularly meaningful, as both an 
Oakvillians and Canadians, to connect with one 
another, whether it be in thanking the country’s 
essential service workers, allowing us to grieve as 
a nation over tragedies such as the Nova Scotia 
mass killings, and on a more celebratory note, 
to join in a neighbourhood celebration of a 50th 
wedding anniversary, the welcomed continuity 
of Canada Day festivities, and last but not least, 
simply doing a daily visual check to see that 
all was well in the hood or to offer help where 
needed.”

The celebration and recognition continued through 
the spring, and from Victoria Day weekend through 
to Labour Day, Friday night brought an extra special 
celebration. Len Ferdon and Steve McWilliam presented 



a special bagpipe tribute at the corner of 
Thomas and William Streets. They were 
occasionally joined by Dave Sanderson and 
drummer Cam Hart. The historic and unique 
sounds of the bagpipes, with the backdrop 
of St. Jude’s Church and our beautiful 
neighbourhood, drew crowds and stopped cars. 

At the end of the summer, with record numbers, 
the pipers presented their last Friday night 
show. Town officials and councillors were on 
hand to show their thanks, and the community 

contributed funds for “a wee dram” for our Scottish musical friends. 

Downtown Oakville has always been a unique and caring place to live, and 
the COVID-19 pandemic has served to remind us of this and the need for 
our continued care and vigilance, through individual and collective efforts. 
I am grateful to be part of this neighbourhood, the OLRA and the long-
standing community spirit that is represents. 

“As we are confronted by what lies ahead, I know that we will 
continue to meet these future challenges as good neighbours and 
friends.”

A special thank you to the neighbours and friends that contributed the informa-
tion and quotes above and our amazing summer!

The Bells of St Jude’s
by Geoff Godard

One late afternoon in early April this year, just after 
schools, businesses and life in general had been 
locked down in these parts in response to the arrival of 
Covid-19, the sound of bells could be heard throughout 
our lovely old Oakville neighbourhood and beyond.

They were the bells of St. Jude’s, rung to affirm and to 
celebrate our spirit as we faced upcoming trials from 
a plague of biblical proportions that had descended 
upon our Town, our country and the world. The sound 
was uplifting, a moving reminder of the strength of our 
community that personified our determination to face 
the challenges ahead and to reinforce our spirit.

What are these bells that sound the hours, call the 
faithful to worship, celebrate 
weddings, and mourn the 
departed?

They live in St. Jude’s Church 
tower, which was completed in 
1896. It held a single bell for ten 
years, replaced in 1906 with nine 
new bells. Eight are stationary 
bells, known as a chime. The 
clapper is pulled via rope and 
pulleys against the side of the 
bell. The big deep-throated 
ninth bell is the tenor bell that 
tolls the hours and for the dead 
is an exception. It can be rung 
as the others, but it can also 
swing full circle, like traditional 
bells in steeples throughout 
Britain. A discussion of the two 
different types of installation is 
at http://www.inspirewebdesign.com/ringsof12/tower_
articles/a_rings_chimes.htm. 

The bells were cast at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry in 
London, England. The business dates back to 1570, but 
its origins can be traced to 1420. The foundry ceased 
operations in 2017 at 32-34 Whitechapel Road. These 
were premises occupied since 1670, when it took over a 
tavern called The Artichoke, which had been damaged 
in the “Great Fire” four years earlier. Today, Whitechapel 
tower bells are produced at a foundry in Stoke-On-
Trent. 

Whitechapel also cast Big Ben, which first rang May 

31, 1859. At about 30,000 pounds it’s the largest bell 
ever cast by the foundry. In 1752 it cast the Liberty 
Bell, a lightweight of 2,070 pounds. According to 
American myth, it cracked due to shoddy materials in its 
manufacture “across the pond.” However, the version 
accepted as true by bell ringers themselves (who should 
know) is that the clapper was not allowed to strike 
freely, rather held against the bell wall after the strike, 
creating sympathetic vibrations that can result in a 
crack. 

Interestingly, cracks are not that unusual. Big Ben 
cracked the September after it was installed. It replaced 
another bell, manufactured elsewhere, installed in 1856, 
which cracked beyond repair. The 1859 solution was 
to fit a lighter hammer and rotate the bell to present 
an undamaged section. This is the bell we hear today. 

The tenor bell at St. Jude’s is only 
slightly smaller than its American 
sibling, at about 1,700 pounds 
and as far as we know, uncracked. 

Now, most of us probably 
remember hearing the bells – 
“forever.” Not so! Since 1930, they 
were rung by Mr. Howard Kelley 
until his death in 1983. However, 
according to Dan Tregunno, St. 
Jude’s current bell master, the 
tenor bell had not rung for years. 

In 1997, St. James Cathedral 
in Toronto installed 12 bells, 
recently obtained from St. James’ 
Church in Bermondsey, London. 
Dan had joined the newly formed 
band of ringers there, and soon 
determined to get the dormant 
tenor of St. Jude’s ringing once 

more. Over the summer of 1997, he cleaned out all 
the hardened grease from its bearings and ordered 
chiming ropes from J. Pritchard Ropes in Leicestershire, 
England. Having become capable of handling a bell 
through his weekly practices at St. James, it was time 
for Dan to give his Oakville bell a go.

In October 1997, with help from fellow ringers from 
St. James, the tenor bell rang out once again. “It was 
a fantastic moment!” says Dan. As we all know, its 
magnificent, stentorian tone can be heard throughout 
our old Oakville neighbourhood. 

Today hymn tunes are rung on the bells Sunday 
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mornings prior to services. They peal for weddings as 
the bride and groom exit the church. The tenor bell 
marks the passage of time, and tolls for the dead, one 
blow for each year of a life. They are also pealed in 
rapid succession as a celebration of a significant event, 
a random ringing approximating the English style 
of change ringing, wherein each bell is rung by one 
individual. 

We are blessed to live within the sound of St. Jude’s 
bells, which harks back in a way to some other 
Whitechapel Foundry siblings. It is said, if you are born 
within the sound of the Bow bells, you are a Cockney. 

For the musically literate, St. Jude’s tenor sounds in 
the key of C. Big Ben was cast to sound in the key of F 
major, but since the crack, sounds the note E.

For a more detailed, wonderful explanation of 
Oakville’s bells and the eight day clock also in the 
tower by Dan himself, search for Bells of St. Jude’s 
Church, Oakville. It’s on YouTube, and the highlight 
is Dan ringing the bells for that wonderful concert in 
early April:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7MgSuSTx0Y

 
Doing Your Part
by Geoff Godard

The April 22nd edition of Oakville News published an 
article on an extraordinary endeavour undertaken by 
Jim and Dale Egan, OLRA residents, to address the 
local shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
for front line workers, in the fight against the recently 
arrived Corona virus.

It details how the Egans adapted their 3D printer 
to produce face shields using a print file, acquired 
from a company called Inksmith. They were able to 
commandeer additional printers from the robotics 
programs of four local schools, and set out to fill a void. 

Here’s a link to the story: https://oakvillenews.org/
oakville-health-news/war-work-carries-on-in-the-fight-
against-covid-19-oakville-dale-egan/

The OLRA followed up on this endeavour and has this to 
report …

As expected, traditional full-scale manufactured and 
imported shields became available as manufacturers 
tooled up and began distributing face shields. That 
empty pipeline was filled, and face shields and all other 
items of PPE appear now to be generally available, even 

in such stores as Canadian Tire and Home Hardware.

The Egans and many other volunteers were able to 
step down by early June. They had manufactured 
and distributed well over 2500 face shields that filled 
a gaping void as our hospital and other care facilities 
struggled to cope with the initial wave of the virus.

That’s the overview. But the devil is in the details. The 
Egans were but a cog in a much larger wheel of similar-
minded groups willing and able to do what it took to 
answer the urgent calls from the front lines. 

According to Dale, “In the beginning it was chaos. We 
were making [the face shields], but how could we get 
them in the right hands?”  There was great demand, and 
great potential for supply. But, how does such a market 
clear? Approvals? From whom or what? Specs? Without 
them production could not begin. Materials and 
distribution? Who are we producing for? How do you 
separate those in need from those demanding products 
for resale?

Here’s how the “invisible hand” worked its magic.

The Egans followed up on a Globe and Mail article 
that led them to Project Northern Lights, another 
spontaneous group composed of “designers, tinkerers, 
and doers from across the nation, fueled by a desire 
to help those in need now,” that had come together in 
March. It became a coordinating body that put order 
into the chaos, assisting the many across the country 
willing but unable to contribute, having butted against 
the many institutional barriers that kept this new 
market from clearing.  

Northern Lights provided specs, contacts, knowledge 
and raw material from their sources, which augmented 
local contributions from people such as Ward 3 
Councillor Janet Haslett-Theall. She, along with like-
minded volunteers in the community such as Grace 
Kidney, another OLRA resident, did whatever it took 
to find the essential acetate, even scouring the backs 
of school closets for the sheets formerly used for 
presentations on overhead projectors. Output was 
divided into local needs (OTMH, care homes) and 
provincially through Northern Lights to places as far 
away as Temiskaming. 

Finally, according to Jim Egan, the printers were 
returned to their owners in better condition than 
they were received. Both Egans have strong technical 
backgrounds and applied their knowledge to tune them 
up completely, as a thank you to the schools that so 
generously lent their equipment to this project. 

President’s Report 
by George Niblock

This year our AGM looked different than any we have 
known in our association’s history. We made the 
decision in March this year to delay our traditional 
spring AGM until the fall. Well, fall is here, and we are 
still not in a position to hold an in-person meeting. Our 
Board decided that Zoom burn-out is a real thing and 
that a Virtual AGM online and via this newsletter would 
be the progressive choice.

The Board of directors is made up of volunteers, and I 
would like to thank them once again all for their time 
this year. You can find the names of our Board members 
below.

At our January Board meeting, we had a special 
presentation from Heritage Oakville on the Oakville 
Harbour Cultural Heritage Landscape Study, which is 
looking into a designation for the harbour area. After 
our January meeting, we switched to Zoom meetings 
for the balance of the season.

With the advent of COVID-19, we published our 
newsletter early this spring to get new and COVID-19 
specific information out to our membership early and 
quickly. Our concern was that not everyone has access 
to email, and we wanted messages being sent by the 
Town to reach as many of our residents as possible. 
As always, we deliver our newsletter to every home 
within our district whether or not they are members. 
We hope that those who have enjoyed our publication 
will consider joining us or continue to renew their 
membership. Membership renewal and signup 
information are available here.

We made the decision to cancel our Summer Garden 
Party for 2020 but expect it will return for Summer 2021.

Despite the pandemic, big projects continued for our 
neighbourhood as the Downtown Streetscape project 
progresses on schedule, with the first block from 
Allan Street to Reynolds Street already complete. We 
continue to be disappointed by the size of the trees that 
have replaced the beautiful mature trees that gracefully 
disguised some of the challenged architecture down the 
east end of the high street. But we are assured by Town 
staff that the smaller trees will grow faster and better 

than larger ones, and especially so with the new Silva 
Cell technology for the root systems. Time will tell.

A soft-opening of the new Oakville Trafalgar Community 
Centre took place on September 19th, with by 
appointment fitness, gym use and some COVID-safe 
activities. The pool liner installation is slightly delayed. 
An official opening is planned for October 17th.

The Town Square re-vitalization is still on hold after the 
discovery of unidentified infrastructure. The latest idea 
is that any work will be undertaken off-season to ensure 
continuity of use during patio season – especially 
critical during the pandemic. Our councillors report that 
the Town Square revitalization project has been put on 
hold until 2022. 

The Mayor reports that the completion of the 
Downtown Oakville Streetscape Revitalisation will be 
mid-November. OLRA is looking to have an additional 
tree added to the street at the southeast corner of 
Lakeshore and Reynolds Street.

We were very pleased to see the return of the PXO 
crosswalk at Robinson Street and George Street for, 
access to and from the Town Square.

The Province announced early this year that, as a result 
of the Municipal Government Review, they would not 
be seeking to make any changes to the municipal 
system including no amalgamations. This was a huge 
success for the Board and volunteers of the We Love 
Oakville campaign. We were told that our letter-writing 
campaign to the province and our public outreach had 
a major impact on the decision. The province had never 
received so many letters on any single issue. The vast 
majority of the letters came from Oakville residents.

The Mayor was so pleased with our efforts that he 
awarded the We Love Oakville Board members the 
first-ever ‘Key to the Town’ award. Amanda Holden and I 
were delighted to be recognized on behalf of our Board, 
but also very relieved with the decision to see an end to 
the proposal for amalgamation in Halton.

Your OLRA Board continues to meet monthly through 
the non-summer months to discuss and action local 
and current issues. We hope you enjoy this newsletter, 
and thank you to those that contributed to the Virtual 
AGM and to those that renewed your membership.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7MgSuSTx0Y 
https://oakvillenews.org/oakville-health-news/war-work-carries-on-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-oakville-dale-egan/
https://oakvillenews.org/oakville-health-news/war-work-carries-on-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-oakville-dale-egan/
https://oakvillenews.org/oakville-health-news/war-work-carries-on-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-oakville-dale-egan/
https://oakvillenews.org/oakville-health-news/war-work-carries-on-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-oakville-dale-egan/ 


AGM Outcomes
by Amanda Holden

This year our AGM was conducted virtually in several 
steps. We sent out an email on September 20th to 
all of our contacts and members. It included a link 
to our online virtual AGM, AGM material and an 
online voting process. You can still read that material 
(most of which is also included here) at https://
www.oakvillelra.ca/2019-virtual-agm. Over the week 
that followed, 31 members voted, resulting in the 
following:

• The minutes of the 2019 AGM were approved;
• The 2019 Financial Statement was approved;
• The prior board resigned and was voted back 

in for 2020. Board members are:
 ¶ Chris Coderre
 ¶ Hazel Cole
 ¶ Anya Dunning 
 ¶ Geoff Godard
 ¶ Amanda Holden
 ¶ Bob Laughlin
 ¶ George Niblock
 ¶ Tom Pugsley

• 26 members renewed membership, adding 
to the 24 who had previously renewed in May 
when the AGM was postponed;

• An update from Town Councillors was provided 
(included immediately below); and

• Several questions were posed and are 
answered on page 9. 

Thank you to everyone who has renewed 
membership. If you are unsure of your membership 
status, check the updates list online at https://www.
oakvillelra.ca/2020membership, and information 
about renewing can be found on the back page of 
this newsletter.

Town Councillors’ AGM Update
by David Gittings and Janet Haslett-Theall

Hello OLRA,

We hope this finds you safe and well. This year we have 
missed attending the Resident Associations’ AGMs, 
as it is an opportunity to connect with all of you on a 
more personal level and to hear your perspective. We 
appreciate the opportunity to give you this update.

The big news is that Oakville Trafalgar Community 
Centre (OTCC) opened to a “soft launch,” Saturday, Sept 

19th. We celebrate this great community hub, which 
is the result of an outstanding collaborative effort of 
resident associations, residents and the support of 
Town Council. It is evident as you walk through the 
building that Town staff took great pride in creating 
a very special place for active living, community 
connections, and health and wellness. 

OTCC opened its doors on Saturday, Sept 19th to pre-
booked appointments for the fitness area or to take 
a facility tour. To ensure gathering restrictions and 
physical distancing are maintained, the facility is open 
for pre-registered tours. Residents are invited to reserve 
a facility tour in advance or by visiting  active.oakville.
ca.  Our Facility Manager, Jennifer McPetrie, and her 
team are looking forward to welcoming everyone and 
will ensure all COVID safety protocols are in place. Pre-
booked drop-in programs began on Monday, September 
21 and pre-booked tours continued daily throughout 
the month of September and can be booked at active.
oakville.ca.

Starting October 19th, in addition to pre-booked 
drop-in programs, registered aquatics and recreation 
programs will begin. Registered sessions will be offered 
for an 8-week session. Registration for these multi-week 
programs began on September 16th, 2020. A complete 
listing of activities can be found at programs.oakville.ca.

Sign up to enjoy the Oakville’s largest indoor walking 
track. The outer lane is 117 metres in length and was 
built with high-performance flooring; or try Pilates, 
yoga or strength training in the workout studio with 
beautiful hardwood sprung floor, natural lighting and 
floor-to-ceiling mirrors. Or the 2,000 sq/ft fitness room, 
which provides diverse strength and cardio equipment, 
including a new step rehabilitation stationary bicycle.

OTCC is home to the first Natare brand pool in Canada. 
Natare designs and manufactures high-quality 
stainless-steel pools, with pristine water quality and low 
maintenance operation. 

The aquatic centre features two separate pools. The 
lap pool is 25 metres in length, six lanes wide and 12 
feet deep, which is ideal for our local synchronized 
swimmers. The temperature will be maintained at 
84 degrees Fahrenheit. The leisure pool is a warm 
water pool, perfect for therapeutic programs and fully 
accessible. The temperature will be maintained at 92 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

The universal pool change-rooms create a safe, 
inclusive change room option for the community. 

Features include:
• 32 private cubicles of different sizes
• fully accessible private change room
• nine vestibule showers
• 72 personal day-use only lockers (includes full 

and ½ lockers)
• two baby change stations

These two amazing pools should be ready just after 
Thanksgiving!

Adjacent to OTCC is Reynolds Park, which includes soft 
landscaping and trees, seating, a play structure, lawn 
areas, a water play area, pavilion, and bicycle parking. 
In the park there are:

• Approximately 60 new shade trees planted within 
the park; 

• Over 3,000 new native shrubs, perennials and 
grasses providing an ecological vegetwative 
“spine” through the middle of the park;

• Inclusive “active” area with accessible play 
facilities and outdoor rehabilitation equipment;

• Wheelchair accessible seating and picnic tables 
throughout the park; and

• Plaza splash pad with LED lighting at nighttime.

For information on monthly membership or pay as you 
go, check out the programs here:  https://programs.
oakville.ca/ or https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/
programs-faqs.html

The Facility team will be monitoring enrollment and 
connecting with participants to learn more about what 
activities you would like to see at OTCC. 

Lakeshore Revitalization

We are in the home stretch. Really! We know it has 
tested everyone’s patience, and your support of local 
businesses throughout construction and COVID has 
made a difference. Patio season has been a huge 
success, and we are working on extending it as long as 
we can. 

What can you expect over the next while? We anticipate 
opening Lakeshore from Allan to Trafalgar in just a few 
weeks and Trafalgar to Dunn in November. The more 
challenging underground work is largely complete, and 
we are on schedule for a mid-November finish. 

Towne Square changes: This part of the revitalization 
project is on hold and will be revisited in 2021/22. It is 
important that we give the businesses time to recover 
from 2 long years of construction, plus our capital 
budgets are being cut back due to the impact COVID has 

https://www.oakvillelra.ca/2019-virtual-agm
https://www.oakvillelra.ca/2019-virtual-agm
https://www.oakvillelra.ca/2020membership
https://www.oakvillelra.ca/2020membership


In addition, we have asked Halton Police (again) to 
increase their patrols in the Downtown area.

Budget

This will be a very different budget than the past few 
years, given the loss of revenue and expenses due to 
COVID.

On July 7, Council approved the following: 
• That there be a guideline of an overall increase in 

line with inflation for the 2021 budget, which is 
currently forecast to be in the 1.7%;

• That the policy of adding an annual 1% capital 
levy to the budget be waived for 2021;

• That the rates and fees increase for 2021 be 
tied to inflation; and that a Budget Committee 
meeting be set for September 15th at 9:30 am to 
receive an update on the 2021 budget.

To achieve Council’s direction for the 2021 budget 
increase, the July report indicated that approximately 
$10 million in reductions would be required.

Staff continue to review the assumptions for 2021 and 
identify options to mitigate the impact on the budget.

Based on work done to date, the budget gap has been 
reduced to between $3.2 million and $4.6 million.

To learn more check out https://www.oakville.ca/
townhall/2021-budget.html

The Budget Committee schedule is below:
• November 17, 2020 - Distribution of Operating 

Budget Document and Overview Presentation, 
Rates and Fees

• November 19, 2020 - Staff Presentations 
• December 1 and 3, 2020 - Public Delegations 
• December 15, 2020 - Deliberations and 

Recommendations 
• December 21, 2020- Council Approval 

To subscribe to our newsletter send us an email at    
Ward3@oakville.ca

Town Councillors’ Q&A 
by David Gittings and Janet Haslett-Theall

Q: Would you provide an update on the Randall Street 
high rise 

This application will have its first public meeting on Oct 
26th at P&D Council at 2 pm. To learn the details of the 
application we encourage you to review the materials 
posted: https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-36028.
html. Comments regarding the application should be 
directed to the Senior Planner (Tricia Collingwood tricia.
collingwood@oakville.ca 905-845-6601, ext. 3833) on 
the file. The staff report will be released on Oct 16th 
and posted under Agenda and Minutes Planning and 
Development https://securepwa.oakville.ca/eams/. 
Comments received after the staff report is written 
are circulated to Council in an addendum prior to the 
meeting. To date we have received questions regarding 
height and design. We welcome your input on this 
application. If you want to receive the report when it is 
released, send your email to: Ward3@oakville.ca

Q. Please address concerns with the plans for a large 
Amazon facility at Ford and Cornwall and an increase 
in traffic around our public parks and schools

We have received a large number of phone calls and 
emails from area residents asking for details, requesting 
clarification, as well as expressing concerns over the 
Amazon warehouse location at 2175 Cornwall Road. 
We would like to provide details on what governs 
decisions related to the application made by H&R for 
2175 Cornwall Road. We are equally frustrated with 
the proposed volume of vehicles and the potential 
impact that an Amazon delivery station may cause. 
Note: it is not the large Amazon Fulfillment Centre you 
see in Mississauga. The legal framework we have to 
work within is Town of Oakville Zoning bylaws and the 
Provincial Planning Act, specifically Section 34 and 
Section 41. 

Background 

2175 Cornwall has been used as a warehouse by Gillette 
as well as UPS dating back over twenty years. The new 
tenants are not building a new warehouse; they are 
modifying it for their operation. H&R, the owners of 
the land, have submitted a site plan application for a 
westerly driveway and additional parking spaces. They 
have also applied to the Province to have the Ministerial 
Zoning (MZO) restrictions on the land removed. 

In regard to the MZO: Council has asked the Minister 

of Municipal Affairs and Housing to restrict any future 
development to the current size of the warehouse on 
the property. We are waiting for the Minister’s decision. 

In regard to the Site Plan Application: Zoning bylaws 
determine the purpose which land can be used for. 
Our zoning bylaw states that 2175 Cornwall Road as 
E2 Zoning. The Chief Building Officer determines upon 
receipt of an application if the ‘use’ of a building meets 
the zoning for the property. Amazon was deemed to be 
a E2 use and the Site Plan application is now underway. 

A site plan approval is a required process that must be 
followed for major building renovations or additions. 
The purpose of a site plan approval is to review site 
design features and coordinate the following: 

• High quality building design 
• Impact of the proposal on surrounding land uses 
• Placement of buildings 
• Overall site design 
• Landscaping 
• Pedestrian movement and barrier-free design
• Grading, drainage and storm water management 
• Parking, loading layout, vehicular access and 

maneuvering 

Site plan approval ensures a municipality that 
design requirements are met concerning site layout, 
street widening, parking, drainage, and landscaping 
improving the quality and appearance of the 
development. Site Plan applications are reviewed by 
the different technical departments at the Town/Region 
and then reported to the Director of Planning. This 
process has been underway since March. We are waiting 
for a third submission from the applicant related to 
their traffic study.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is it really an E2 use? 

We requested that Oakville’s Chief Building Officer 
conduct more research to determine if Amazon’s 
operation is truly an E2, given the fact that how they 
will operate is different from how the previous tenants 
made use of this warehouse. The Chief Building 
Officer has reported that the primary use is assessed 
as warehouse distribution, which is E2 zoning. The 
definition of warehouse includes freight distribution. 
They also reported that our neighbouring municipalities 
also classify Amazon as warehouse distribution. 
Our zoning bylaw does not differentiate the type of 
warehouse operation. 

The question of whether it is an E3 “transportation 

had on Town finances.

Upcoming Holiday Plans

The Downtown Business Association has put together 
an exciting Holiday décor program, including beautiful 
seasonal floral and greenery displays with lights, a 
photo contest, 2 Christmas trees, and evening shopping. 
Santa will arrive at 6pm on November 28th, escorted by 
Oakville Firefighters and Halton Regional Police.

Growth Management and the Regional Urban 
Structure: Why are they part of the Official Plan 
Review?

The Provincial Growth Plan requires Halton Region to 
plan for 1,000,000 persons and 470,000 jobs by 2041. 
The Region Official Plan currently does not set out 
where and how to grow beyond 2031. It is important 
to plan for the future and guide investment in our 
community to ensure we get the community we want.

To address the need to plan to 2041, the Region is 
currently working on an Official Plan Review. The 
Regional Urban Structure Discussion Paper has been 
prepared as part of the Integrated Growth Management 
Strategy part of this project. The Discussion Paper 
explores where and how to grow, and the options 
we have for focusing growth in certain areas of the 
existing community or growing outward onto rural or 
agricultural land.

To find out more about the Regional Urban Structure 
and land use planning in Halton, have a look at the 
Regional Urban Structure Discussion Paper.

Local Ward Development

Development continues to be a hot topic. A few of the 
larger projects coming to Planning and Development 
Council are listed below. We always welcome your 
perspective!

358 Reynolds:   https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-
35806.html

150 Randall Street, 125 Navy Street & 143 Church Street: 
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-36028.html

271 Cornwall Road and 485 Trafalgar Road: https://
www.oakville.ca/business/da-34287.html

Traffic 

COVID has impacted us all in many ways. Oakville is 
experiencing an increase in speeding concerns as well 
as street racing. We have asked Traffic Engineering what 
additional traffic calming tools we can implement. 

https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-36028.html
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-36028.html
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-35806.html
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-35806.html
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-36028.html 
 https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-34287.html
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-34287.html
https://www.oakville.ca/business/da-34287.html


terminal” was reviewed as well. Examples of E3 in our 
zoning are large tractor trailer or bus stations such as 
Oakville Transit or Caravan. 

We have asked for clarification on whether Amazon’s 
products are considered freight, and if their description 
of the building use as a ‘delivery station’ would classify 
it as E3 use. The Chief Building Officer continues to state 
that this is an E2 use. Where land is zoned as E2 and the 
business use is determined as E2, Council does not have 
the right to restrict a property owner’s right to operate a 
business within the current zoning on the land. 

Some residents have suggested we just change the 
zoning. We are advised that while the Town could 
review the zoning and institute future changes they 
cannot be applied retroactively. 

We too are very frustrated that the current zoning does 
not differentiate based on the types of warehouse. The 
acting CAO has advised that the Provincial Planning Act 
does not allow municipalities to restrict the scale and 
intensity of the operation of a site (section 34 of the 
Planning Act).

What are you doing to address our concerns? 

We successfully passed a motion at Council to have this 
specific Site Plan application be heard and decided 
at Council. This will be a public meeting, allowing 
residents to participate and for Planning staff to advise 
the public on the details of the application and what 
can be done to mitigate the impact of this use. Council 
would be required to make their decision based on 
Section 41 of the Planning Act. Yes, unfortunately we 
have limitations based on the Planning Act. 

We successfully passed a resolution asking the Minister 
to uphold restrictions on future development for the 
parkway belt area of the lands. This would help limit 
future expansion on the site. We await the Minister’s 
decision. Joshua Creek Residents Association has 
sent a follow-up letter to the Minister regarding the 
importance of them restricting future development, and 
it is posted on their website.

We have submitted a large number of questions for 
consideration as the staff review the application. 
Answers to these questions are posted on the Town 
Website under Residents/ Planning and Development 
Applications/ Active Applications/ Ward 3: https://www.
oakville.ca/business/sp-35009.html

How many vehicle trips will there be coming and 
going from the site? 

The initial traffic study only reported peak hours. We 
have asked for details to be published that state the 
24/7 traffic we can expect. We are waiting on a third 
submission, which is to include a new traffic study. 
Town staff will have the traffic study peer reviewed and 
compare it to Town staff’s internal review. Our traffic 
engineers know our concerns in regards to emergency 
vehicle access, road congestion, and pedestrian and bike 
safety, and will be providing a report to Council as part 
of the Site Plan review. 

What next? 

The applicant is in control of when they make the next 
submission (the third one). Town staff will need time to 
review it and write a report for Council. 

We will ensure residents have sufficient time to review 
the report. We continue to listen and investigate options 
to address all our frustrations especially concerns 
related to traffic safety, noise and environmental impact.

Q. Please address concerns about gas powered leaf 
blowers (noise and air pollution).

We are heartened by the newer, quieter gas models 
that are being manufactured, as well as the more 
powerful and quieter electric models that are being 
manufactured. Some of the concerns on possible bans 
are around enforcement. Would we ban all blowers? 
Or do we specify a decibel level? If we base it on a 
decibel level, we would need to attend all complaints 
when the device was being used and perform sound 
tests. If we ban all devices, we would probably need to 
ban snowblowers, rototillers and lawn mowers. When 
this came to Council a few years ago, we heard from 
homeowners that use lawn care services complain that 
the increased cost of manual labour would make it too 
expensive and that the gardening services would be put 
out of business. We also heard from (primarily) seniors 
stating that they use blowers as a result of physical 
impairments. 

The Noise By-law is currently under review. In round 
table discussions earlier this year, the topic of leaf 
blowers did come up and is on the list of noise emitting 
equipment to review. Included in this discussion are 
factors surrounding climate change and impact on the 
environment. Additional research is being done and will 
be reported to Council.

Q. What are the plans to retain the robust patio 
business on Lakeshore and in the Square? 

Town Staff and Council are looking at extending patio 

season as long as possible this year. 

Q. Can we increase the number of parking spaces 
and what about free parking? 

Downtown parking is funded by the revenues from 
the meters and parking lots. When development 
applications are considered, we look for 
opportunities for increased parking including visitor 
parking to protect our current street parking. Future 
public private partnership will be explored as Town 
land is opened up for development. 

There is a divided view on free parking, even at the 
BIA. Without revenue, future parking development 
is limited. Even currently on free parking days 
you can see the same cars parked in all day. 
Businesses benefit from the turnover of the parking 
throughout the day, as it creates easier access for 
other customers. Bronte implemented paid parking 
because of the challenges of people monopolizing 
spaces. Continuing free 1-hour parking is an area we 
will explore at the Town budget discussions.

Q. Please address concerns regarding noise levels 
downtown, particularly motorcycles, cars. 

There has been an alarming increase in the number 
of noise complaints this year. 

The noise from the rebuilding of Lakeshore Road 
infrastructure has certainly generated a number of 
concerns; however, as you can see from the current 
status, we are progressing well towards the final 
stages. The marked increase in visitors to parks and 
open space along the waterfront has been another 
source of concern. There have been increased litter 
and parking issues, as well as noise complaints 
generated by vehicles in the area. 

In response to vehicle noise concerns, Halton 
Regional Police launched two projects to target 
noise. “Project Noisemaker” targets loud and 
unnecessary noise from cars that have modified 
exhaust systems. Oakville Municipal enforcement 
officers support the Halton Regional Police in regards 
to motorcycle inspections. 

Street racing is at alarming levels. This activity is 
incredibly dangerous and is also a source of noise. 
Halton Police are also operating “Project ERASE” 
(Eliminate Racing Activity on Streets Everywhere.)

At Town Councils’ last meeting, a motion was passed 
in an effort to reduce the ability for vehicle owners to 
create “Noisemakers.” 

Oakville & Bronte Stone Hookers
by David Hickling

Stone hooking was a major industry in Oakville and 
Bronte from the mid 19th century until the end of 
the First World War.   The first half of the 19th century 
had been very active for the local schooners, carrying 
grain and timber from the area and returning with 
tools, textiles and manufactured goods.  But with the 
coming of the railway in the 1850’s schooners were 
becoming obsolete.

A short distance off the shore of this part of Lake 
Ontario are strips of Dundas shale in the shape of 
slabs and boulders that were much sought after for 
building construction.  The stone hookers were heavy 
schooners typically 50-60 feet in length that would 
anchor 50-150 feet offshore.  
Each had at least one scow 
that would be sculled or 
poled into shallower water to 
pick up the stones collected 
by a “rake”.  The rake had 
two heavy metal tines set at 
right angles to a long wooden 
handle.  The men in the 
scows either worked from 
the deck or were in the water.  
The stones were placed on 
the scow’s deck and when 
it was loaded they returned 
and transferred them to the parent schooner.  The 
process was repeated until the schooner was itself 
fully loaded.  When the schooners returned to port 
the stones still had to be unloaded on to the dock and 
arranged in rectangular piles.   These piles were 3 feet 
high by 6 feet wide by 12 feet long and each pile was 
called a “toise”.  A toise was approximately 10 tons 
and they were sold to buyers for the princely sum of 
$3 per toise!   

Over the years many hundreds of thousands of tons 
of stones were removed from the lake.  Many of the 
houses in Oakville were built from this Dundas shale 
and as were the walls surrounding some of the local 
estates.

By the end of World War 1,however, improved 
quarrying methods inland and better transportation 
put an end to what had been a major industry for 
nearly 100 years.

https://www.oakville.ca/business/sp-35009.html
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Gratitude and appreciation to the following people who contributed 
to this edition of the OLRA newsletter:

Authors: George Niblock, Geoff Godard, Oakville BIA, David Gittings & Janet Haslett -Theall, David Hickling
Editing: Hazel Cole,  Amanda Holden  Publishing & Creative: Amanda Holden
Coordination & Distribution: Hazel Cole      Cover Pictures: Amanda Holden

Cheque: Mail your name, address and 
email plus a cheque payable to “Oakville 
Lakeside Residents’ Association” to

109 Thomas Street, 
P.O. Box 69585
Oakville, ON, L6J 7R4 

INTERAC e-Transfer: Please send an 
e-Transfer through your online banking 
to oakvillelakesidera@gmail.com, then 
ALSO email us at the same address with 
your name and address. 

PayPal: Please send money via PayPal 
from this link: PayPal.Me/OLRA then 
ALSO email us at oakvillelakesidera@
gmail.com with your name and address.







In Memoriam: Tammy Weiss
by George Niblock

The OLRA joins the BIA and many friends 
and family in sending condolences to 
George, Tammy’s family and friends, and 
the entire Seasons, Bru and Corks team. 
Tammy passed away recently and was 
the co-owner of Seasons, Bru and Corks 
restaurants. Many of us have celebrated 
important life milestones at one of her 
restaurants and will always remember 
her kind hospitality, generous spirit, 
and devotion to her customers and 
community. 

Oakville BIA Update 
by the Oakville Business Improvement Association

Free Parking on Weekends!  Parking is free on weekends* in Downtown 
Oakville in all municipal parking lots and on-street parking. Parking 
remains free on weekdays after 6 p.m. and holidays. Parking time limits 
apply. *Until the end of 2020.

Stay up to date with everything happening in Downtown Oakville by 
signing up for our monthly e-newsletter: explore.oakvilledowntown.com.

Follow us on social media to learn more about what BIAs do, different 
ways to support local businesses, especially during these challenging 
times, and participate in giveaways! 

Instagram: @oakvilledowntown       Twitter: @OakvilleDowntown
Facebook: @downtownoakville

Stay Informed!
In addition to our newsletters and the occasional flyer, we 
keep you informed via email with information about relevant 
Town and community issues. If you are not on our email list 
and would like to receive these updates, please send your 
email address to oakvillelakesidera@gmail.com or check out 
our website at  www.oakvillelra.ca.

Please be assured that your personal information will 
not be published nor used in any way other than for the 
dissemination of OLRA updates.

Membership Information
The membership year begins May 1 at a low cost of $25 per 
year or $40 for two years. We offer three ways to pay…

J o i n  t h e  O L R A  o r  R e n e w 
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